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Summary 
The Upper Yar sub-catchment area is 2475.3 hectares in size and is the largest of six sub-catchment 

areas within the larger Eastern Yar Catchment.  It extends from Little Budbridge Farm in the north 

east to the village of Niton in the south and from the top of St Catherine’s Hill and Down, Bleak 

Down and Rookley Green in the west to Week Down, Stenbury Down and east of the village of 

Godshill in the east. 

The area includes the large villages of Godshill, Niton and Whitwell and many scattered farmsteads 

and small hamlets such as Southford, Roud, Nettlecombe and Bierley.  The modern parishes of Niton 

& Whitwell, Ventnor, Godshill, Rookley, Chale and Arreton all have land within the area.  Historically, 

the medieval parishes of Arreton, Godshill, Whitwell, Niton and Chale all had land within the sub-

catchment area. 

The underlying geology of the area consists of fertile Ferruginous Sands in the north east.  South and 

east of this area the landscape starts to rise and becomes a rolling pastoral countryside with 

Carstone, Sandrock formation, Gault clays making it wet in areas with spring lines.  The landscape 

rises up to the Upper Greensand and Lower Chalk of the downland and area above the inland cliff of 

the Undercliff in the south of the sub-catchment. 

The Isle of Wight Historic Landscape Characterisation provides information on the character of 

today’s landscape based on historic land use and changes to field patterns and enclosure.  It 

provides detail on how the area has changed through history. 

The historic estates of Week Manor, Stenbury Manor, Great Budbridge Manor and Niton Manor 

have had a lasting impact on the pattern of today’s landscape.  

In this area the greatest time depth is found in small areas of meadow and pasture alongside the 

Eastern Yar, small areas of remaining heathland and chalk grassland on the downs.  The steeper 

rolling sandstone hills in the south west of the area (Bierley, Moorhills, and Wydcombe) with its 

wetter soils has been largely unaffected by 19th and 20th century agricultural change and retains a 

strong historic character.  However, some small areas that are today pasture were in the 19th 

century arable plots as recorded in the Tithe records.  A small number of Ancient Woodlands are 

also located in the area, remnants of what would have been a much more wooded landscape around 

4000 years ago.  Land would have been taken out of woodland for grazing as heathland, chalk 

downland and common rough grassland.  Large open field systems were also located in the area 

close to settlement (Whitwell, Niton, Nettlecombe).  These large areas of grazing and cultivation 

were later enclosed, re-organised, amalgamated and in some areas sub-divided.  In some parts of 

the area historic field patterns have been lost, but in other important boundary features, public 

rights of way and field boundaries remain as a record of the evolution of the landscape. 

Roud, once a very important settlement area had by the end of the 14th century been de-populated 

and today is a small hamlet located in the middle of the sub-catchment on the valley floor.  Stenbury 

Manor is located close to an earlier medieval settlement at the edge of a combe with natural water 

supply, Nettlecombe is a similar combe-head settlement.  Other historic settlements at Rookley 

Green, Godshill, Niton and Whitwell have expanded in the 19th and 20th centuries. 



Today this landscape can be thought of as having three main distinctive areas, the chalk downland 

and the slopes below this in the south west and south east of the area; the rolling sandstone hills 

and wetter valleys between these areas and extending northwards, and a more open area of more 

fertile arable land in the north of the area. 

Key management issues 
 

 Historic features – there is a need to protect and conserve important historic features in 

woodland, farmland and downland, with a particular focus on the remaining meadows and 

pastureland close to the Eastern Yar. 

 

 Pasture/meadow and osier management – extensive versus intensive pasture management 

practices are needed to minimise diffuse pollution of the watercourses and retain a 

traditional approach to land management and biodiversity of pastures, meadows and osiers. 

 

 Boundaries – a number of field patterns in the sub-catchment reflect earlier periods of land 

use and are a record of estates and medieval parishes.  Many of these are also bounded by 

public rights of way.  There is a need to ensure that these are retained and if possible better 

appreciated for their contribution to the landscape character and cultural heritage of the 

area. 

 

 Urban pressures – there is a need seek to include historic environment and landscape 

objectives in all new proposals for development on the urban fringe and to identify ways to 

manage and to ease negative impacts of amenity and leisure use of land on the edge of 

urban areas, through landscaping clearance of clutter and redundant structures. 

 

 Public rights of way and the highway network – often acting as an historic record of access 

to the landscape and its use (see above), these routes would benefit from continuing 

protection and conservation.  Interpretation and increased awareness of their historic 

nature and linkage with estates and medieval parishes could be explored further. 

 

 

 

  



Eastern Yar Catchment Area 
 

 

This map shows the complete Eastern Yar Catchment with each of its six sub-catchments. 

This report is concentrating on the Upper Yar sub-catchment.  



Upper Yar sub-catchment 
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The watercourse 
The source of the Eastern Yar rises as a spring just west of the village of Niton close to Niton Farm at 

an elevation of 110 metres (AOD).   

It flows in a north easterly direction through the village and then parallel to Chatfeild Road to the 

west side of the village of Whitwell by which time it has fallen to an elevation of 70 metres (AOD).   

Just north of Strathwell Park it is joined by a tributary which has flowed through the village of 

Whitwell having risen as a spring close to Dean Farm at an elevation of 90 metres (AOD).   

The Eastern Yar continues northwards after the confluence to Southford, through Roud (40 AOD) 

and turning more north east in direction past Beacon Alley.  It continues on past Bridgecourt and 

through Bagwich  west of the village of Godshill.  It flows under the main road north west of Godshill 

and on to Kennerley Farm where it meanders turning eastwards to Great Budbridge.  It is joined here 

by a tributary that has flowed from the eastern side of Godshill west of Moor Farm. 

The river turns more north eastward and continues on to Little Budbridge leaving the sub-catchment 

close to the old railway line by which time it has fallen to an elevation of less than 20 metres (AOD). 

  



The wider landscape – an overview 
 

The Isle of Wight Landscape Character Assessment describes the landscape of the Isle of Wight and 

defines eleven distinct Landscape Character Types outside of settlement across the county.  Below 

are listed the Landscape Types occurring within the Eastern Yar Upper Yar sub-catchment area: 

 Intensive Agricultural Land (the valley floor extending northwards from Niton towards the 

north east of the area including Roud, Bagwich, Kennerley) 

 Traditional Enclosed Pasture (the downland edge on the south west (Wydcombe and 

Downcourt) and east (Stenbury and Sheepwash) 

 Landscape Improvement Zone (a small area in the north west at Rookley) 

 Chalk Downs (in the south of the area at St Catherine’s Down, Week Down and Stenbury 

Down) 

 Sandstone Hills and Gravel Ridges (the area around Bleak Down) 

 

The Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) of the Isle of Wight identifies and describes Historic 

Landscape Character Types based on present land use, land management and settlement patterns 

which reflect different historical processes in their formation.  It also defines and describes the past 

landscape character of the Isle of Wight, using a variety of sources, in order to better understand 

how this past landscape character has influenced the present historic landscape character of the 

area.   

The Upper Yar sub-catchment area falls within the South Wight Downland, South Wight Downland 

Edge, South Wight Sandstone and Gravels and Arreton Valley HLC Areas.  The detailed HLC database 

provides information on individual land parcels, enclosure, time depth, boundaries, and other 

historic environment details.  

In the south of the sub-catchment the higher chalk downland with its large fields slopes north 

towards the villages of Niton and Whitwell which take advantage of the spring lines that flow 

through an increasingly pastoral and wet landscape.  Rolling pasture gives way to larger fields on 

flatter land in the Roud area with a broader valley floor with a mix of pasture and meadows close to 

the watercourse and arable land on the higher ground at Bridgecourt and Bagwich.  In the far north 

east and north of the sub-catchment (beyond Kennerley Farm and close to the boundary and Moor 

Farm) the landscape opens out with larger flatter fields often in arable cultivation with the 

watercourse fed by drainage channels and confined to a more narrow channel often flanked by a 

strip of woodland.    

The southern part of the area either side of the valley floor including all the downland but excluding 

much of the villages of Niton, Whitwell and Godshill is within the Isle of Wight Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty. 

  



Landscape change 
 

The Historic Environment Action Plan (HEAP) is based on the findings of the HLC and describes in 

more detail the broad HLC Areas across the Isle of Wight.  As mentioned earlier the Upper Yar sub-

catchment is within the South Wight Downland Edge, Arreton Valley, South Wight Sandstone and 

Gravels and South Wight Downland HEAP Areas.  From this and other documentary sources we can 

infer that the principal historical processes in the sub-catchment include: 

South Wight Downland (the south of the sub-catchment including Appuldurcombe Down, Stenbury 

Down, Week Down, the land above the inland cliff between Whitwell and Niton, Niton Down, St 

Catherine’s Hill, St Catherine’s Down and Head Down) 

 At the end of the last Ice Age the climate warmed and most of the landscape including the 

chalk downs was covered in woodland. 

 The earliest farmers on the Isle of Wight started to clear areas of woodland on chalk 

downland and greensand hills from 4000 BC onwards. 

 Much of the chalk downland remained wooded until the Bronze Age from circa 2300 BC 

when extensive clearance took place to allow for cultivation and grazing of livestock. 

 Bronze Age burial mounds are found on St Catherine’s Hill, St Catherine’s Down, Head Down 

and Week Down. 

 An Iron Age coin was found close to Dean Farm 

 Medieval parishes of Niton, Whitwell, Chale, Arreton and Godshill all had lands within this 

sub-catchment area. 

o Niton and Whitwell parishes may have been taken out of a larger parish of Godshill. 

o Whitwell achieved full parochial status in the Middle Ages being dependant on 

Gatcombe Parish for part of the medieval period.  It is possible that after the 

construction of the parish church in the 12th century that territories for which it was 

responsible were marked by a boundary. 

o East of Nettlecombe a section of Whitwell Parish protrude into Godshill Parish and 

the dog leg nature of the boundary suggest that it was established after open field 

agriculture had been established in the area with each dog leg being the end of 

furlongs in the open field. 

 St Rhadegunds Path linked the Undercliff portion of Whitwell Parish with Whitwell Church 

(which bears an unusual dedication to St Rhadegund). 

o However, the path would have passed through part of Godshill Parish in the 19th 

century. 

o Earlier it may have marked the boundary between Whitwell and Godshill Parishes in 

medieval times. 

o It is possible that St Rhadegunds Path may have been an important Anglo-Saxon 

boundary running from the Solent shore in the north across the Island to the 

Undercliff in the south.  This boundary bisected the later medieval parishes of 

Godshill and Arreton and may challenge the theory that they together formed one 

of the Island’s mother parishes. 



o The modern name of St Rhadegund’s path links it to the church at Whitwell.  

However, Kokeritz in his study of the place names of the Isle of Wight states its 

origin as ‘Radegang’ meaning a path fit for riding. 

 The Manors of Week is mentioned in the Domesday Survey and was probably located on the 

site of today’s Week Farm.  

 During the medieval period most of the high downland ridges in the area would have been 

used as common grazing by tenants of various manors. 

o Niton Manor is an example being listed in the Domesday Survey. 

o Open-field arable agriculture was practised on slightly lower and less steeply sloping 

ground. 

 Two extensive medieval open fields lay in Niton Parish, one to the west and one to the east 

of the village and there appear to have been other blocks of open field between Bury Lane 

and Niton Down and at the edge of Head Down. 

o The large field to the east of Niton was adjacent to one of the neighbouring Whitwell 

Parish’s open fields and the whole area may have been laid out as open field in the 

period before the Norman Conquest when Niton and Whitwell were part of Godshill 

Parish. 

o In the Middle Ages the two areas were separated by a long straight parish boundary 

running from Ashknowle Lane to the Undercliff. 

o The whole area was bounded by Ashknowle Lane to the north west and the inland 

cliff of the Undercliff in the south. 

o By 1793 the open field area within the Whitwell Parish had been mostly enclosed 

although some strips are still shown on the 1838 Tithe Map. 

o The adjacent field in Niton Parish is still shown as mainly unenclosed strips on the 

1840 Tithe Map and was finally enclosed by an Act of Parliament which also covered 

the fields on Head Down in 1856.  The Niton open fields was one of two areas on the 

Isle of Wight to be enclosed by parliamentary act (the other being Easton Common 

Field in Freshwater). 

o Another area of medieval open field appears to have been located to the south east 

and east of Nettlecombe. 

 There is evidence of strip lynchets on St Catherine’s Hill from medieval cultivation but this 

may have been temporary and occasioned by land hunger. 

 There was a medieval beacon sited on Niton Down part of a chain of such structures across 

the island to warn of French invasion. 

 St Catherine’s Oratory and Lighthouse was erected on St Catherine’s Hill in the 14th century 

for the assistance of ships in the English Channel.  Chale beacon may have been sited close 

to this. 

 Work on a second lighthouse on St Catherine’s Hill was started in 1795 but this structure was 

never completed (St Catherine’s Point being favoured due to less frequent low cloud cover). 

 The very edge of the Appuldurcombe post-medieval deer park is within this area on 

Appuldurcombe Down. 

 Michael Hoy lived at The Hermitage in the early 19th century and erected the Hoy 

Monument on the nearby St Catherine’s Down to commemorate the visit of Tsar Alexander I 

of Russia in 1814. 



o A second tablet was added in 1857 to commemorate those who fell in the Crimean 

War (fought against the Russians). 

 The enclosure of manorial common grazing land on the downs was a gradual process from 

post-medieval times, continuing up to the 20th century. 

o Initially the purpose of enclosure was to provide improved private grazing but by the 

20th century arable cultivation was taking place on some of the land enclosed from 

downland. 

o By 1793 the land west of Niton on St Catherine’s Hill had been divided into a few 

large enclosures but was probably still permanent grazing (no longer common 

manorial ground) 

o The summit of Week Down was still unenclosed grassland in 1793, as were parts of 

Appuldurcombe Down. 

o Newbarn Down to the west of Stenbury Down is shown on the 1793 OS Map but 

given a name.  Farms of this name on the Isle of Wight seem to be associated with 

enclosure of downland. 

 The long spine of St Catherine’s Down and much of Head Down is depicted as unenclosed 

downland on the 1793 OS Map. 

o However, the earlier Worsley Estate Map of 1774 and the Whitwell Tithe Map of 

1843 show the eastern side of St Catherine’s Down and northern side of Head Down 

divided into small regular plots with straight boundaries.  These probably 

represented areas of former manorial common grazing divided up for manorial 

tenants.  It has been suggested that the divisions may have been purely notional and 

that the area remained largely unenclosed until the 19th century, but two small 

banks which survive on St Catherine’s Down may indicate that physical boundaries 

did exist. 

o Between 1559 and 1576 various landowners were involved in a dispute of common 

grazing on St Catherine’s Down and St Catherine’s Hill 

 During the 19th and 20th centuries earlier field patterns were re-organised or fields 

amalgamated and some former areas of unenclosed chalk grassland ploughed and taken 

into cultivation. 

 St Catherine’s Hill was acquired by the National Trust in 1967 and St Catherine’s Down 

between 1970 and 1978. 

 The western boundary of the Wroxall estate is preserved in the line of existing field 

boundaries on the eastern edge of Week Down and western side of Stenbury Down. 

 The historic medieval boundary between Whitwell and Godshill to the east of Nettlecombe 

survives as part of the modern parish boundary between Niton and Whitwell.  A further 

portion of the old boundary survives as a hedgerow between Berryl Farm and Dean Farm. 

 The Niton/Whitwell medieval parish boundary survives as one long hedgerow running 

southwards from Ashknowle Lane to the Undercliff. 

 The parish boundary between Chale and Niton is marked by the route of a stone wall on the 

OS 1793 map from Gore Cliff to the 18th century lighthouse on St Catherine’s Hill and then as 

a low bank along the crest of the hill. 

o A drystone wall also marked on the 1793 map branches north west away from the 

parish boundary at its northern point. 



o Some of the stone in the wall may be from the demolished St Catherine’s Oratory 

chapel and is shown on the 1566 Map. 

o The stone built St Catherine’s Lighthouse remains intact on the top of St Catherine’s 

Hill (albeit missing the attached chapel).   

 There are a number of historic hollow ways and trackways surviving as earthworks are found 

in this sub catchment area.   

 

 

South Wight Downland Edge (south east of Godshill, Sheepwash Farm, Stenbury Manor, Whitwell 

and Niton, Bierley, Downcourt, The Hermitage and Southford) 

 There is very little archaeological evidence of prehistoric activity within the South Wight 

Downland Edge area.  This may be due to the fact that the area continues to be under 

pasture and  has not been subject to field walking of arable fields. 

 Two Bronze Age hut sites (the only ones of their type on the Isle of Wight) were recorded on 

the side of Gore Down during the construction of the new Blackgang Road in 1931. 

 Although this area is thought to have been settled from late Romano-British period to early 

Anglo-Saxon times there is little evidence of this. 

 Domesday Manors in or influencing this area include Chale and Niton. 

 Nucleated settlements grew up around medieval parish churches at Godshill, Whitwell and 

Niton. 

 Dispersed combe-head manor complexes are also found in this area (Nettlecombe and 

Stenbury) 

o Earth works from these settlements suggest later medieval retrenchment from 

these combe-head settlements on the Gault Clay. 

 In 1793 settlement at Godshill was in the form of an irregular row with a church at the 

centre. 

o Niton was in the form of a nucleated cluster around the crossroads to the east of the 

church. 

o Whitwell was a linear settlement reflecting its location in a valley with higher ground 

on either side. 

 There is map evidence of a limited amount of medieval open-field agriculture at Whitwell 

occupying a restricted space on the valley side. 

 The small irregular hedged pasture fields on the sides of St Catherine’s Down probably 

derive from medieval and post medieval enclosure of rough open grazing land, but may not 

always have been under pasture.  Small pasture fields around Wydcombe for example were 

used for arable crops at the time of the 1840 Tithe survey. 

 The Hermitage was a small country house set within ground below the eastern slope of St 

Catherine’s Down. 

o It was built for Michael Hoy, a Russian merchant trading out of the Port of London.  

The original building was a cottage orne but was rebuilt in 1895. 

 Parkland was created at Wydcombe in the mid 19th century by William Henry Dawes, 

nephew to the infamous Sophie Dawes (mistress of the Duc de Bourbon).  The main house at 

Wydcombe being rebuilt or remodelled at this time. 



 Another small park was created at Strathwell in the late 19th century.  The present house at 

Strathwell was built by Rev. Oliver Robert, Rector of Whitwell, possibly incorporating 

elements of the earlier building.  The parkland first appears on the 1898 OS map. 

 20th century agricultural change in this area was probably more limited due to the hilly 

terrain, heavy clay soils and unstable land in some parts of the area. 

 Godshill developed as a tourist destination in the later part of the 20th century. 

South Wight Sandstone and Gravels (from Ford Farm in the south to Kennerley Farm in the north 

including the village of Godshill, Roud, Beacon Alley, Bagwich, Bridgecourt, Yard and Lake Farms) 

 Mesolithic, Neolithic and Bronze Age flint assemblages, crop marks and soil marks of 

possible prehistoric date provide substantial evidence of early human activity, particularly 

around river valleys. 

 There is limited evidence of Roman activity in the area 

 This area does not seem to have been a primary settlement area in Anglo-Saxon times and 

no Anglo-Saxon estate centres existed within this area. 

 Domesday Book manors are recorded in this area at Appleford, Bagwich and Roud. 

 Other medieval manors recorded after Domesday include Bridge Court, Kennerley and Bleak 

Down. 

 Parts of the medieval parishes of Godshill and Arreton and a small part of Whitwell fell 

within this area. 

 Medieval chapels to serve manor houses at East Appleford (Holden Farm) which was being 

used as a barn in the early 20th century. 

 There is very little evidence of nucleated settlement of medieval origin in this part of the 

area. 

o Rookley appears to have developed as a green-edge settlement close to the 

medieval manor farm.  In 1793 eight buildings are shown beside the road from Bleak 

Down close to the junction of the road to Godshill (just outside the north west of 

this sub-catchment).  Further scattered buildings are shown in the south of the 

settlement. 

o Roud today is a tiny hamlet of scattered farmsteads and a 19th century Baptist 

Chapel and a few other buildings.  It appears to have been a much important area in 

medieval times suffering massive depopulation in or after the 14th century. 

 In the Middle Ages the settlement pattern of this part of the area was dispersed which 

remained the same in 1793. 

 Dispersed settlements would have exploited the landscape mainly for extensive grazing in 

the Middle Ages. 

o Near Rookley there was Kennerley Heath, Lake Common (Bohemia Bog) and 

Bleakdown Common.  The Chequers Inn stood on the north edge of Bleakdown 

Common. 

o Large areas of rough grazing were still present on Bleak Down in 1793. 

o Straight boundaries in this area suggest enclosure of rough grazing or heathland at a 

fairly recent date (post 18th century). 

 There is limited evidence (morphological, documentary and map) of medieval open field 

farming in the area. 



o An area east of Roud may have been such an area but was enclosed into small strip 

shaped fields by 1793. 

 A Parliamentary Award of 1860 provides evidence of large scale re-organisation of holdings 

and rationalisation of field boundaries amongst large landowners in the Appleford area. 

o Many further fields were re-organised or amalgamated on a piece-meal basis 

o There has been widespread loss of field boundaries due to enlargement of fields in 

the 20th century. 

 The valley of the Eastern Yar may have been largely cleared of woodland in prehistoric 

times. 

o In medieval times the valley floor was used mainly as pasture or hay meadow. 

o The 1793 OS Map shows isolated pockets of valley floor woodland.  

o Tithe maps of the 19th century make reference to withy beds and moors in the 

valley.  Withy beds or osiers grew willow for basket making and moor is a local term 

for damp pasture. 

o Secondary woodland largely dating from the 20th century grew in some parts of the 

Eastern Yar valley west of Godshill. 

 There are a number of water mills mentioned in a 16th document in this area (Southford Mill, 

Ford Mill and Bridgecourt Mill).  All are shown on the 1793 OS map. 

 There was a possible realignment of the main highway close to Bow Bridge north west of 

Godshill in the 18th century (straightening). 

 Around Bleak Down roads seem to have developed from tracks which were ‘funnel’ 

entrances onto Bleakdown Common. 

 One road is shown on the 1793 OS Map as leading onto and defining the southern boundary 

of Bleak Down, is known as Beacon Alley.  It has been suggested that the name relates to a 

medieval beacon being sited on Bleak Down but it is not listed as a location in the beacon 

lists of 1324 and 1638. 

 Gravel working took place at Bleak Down in the early 20th century. 

o The site has subsequently been used as a landfill site. 

 20th century development of Godshill and Rookley has expanded what were small villages. 

Arreton Valley (a small part of the sub-catchment in the north east of the area including Great 

Budbridge Manor and Little Budbridge Farm) 

 Flint assemblages and crop marks provide evidence of prehistoric activity in the area. 

 No structures of Iron Age or Roman origin have been identified in this area to date. 

 Part of a long linear boundary feature which crosses the Island from Whippingham to St 

Lawrence passes through this area close to Little Kennerley. 

 The Manor at Great Budbridge is located to take advantage of valley floor meadow which 

was worth more than farmland in the medieval period. 

 Tidelingham was a strip of valley floor land beside a tributary of the Eastern Yar running 

north from Moor Farm to just east of Great Budbridge Manor House.  It was granted to 

Quarr Abbey in the 12th century and a confirmation of grant c 1200 states that it was given 

to the abbey ‘for making there a meadow’. 

 There are possible medieval fish ponds at Great Budbridge Manor. 

 



There are one hundred and twenty six Listed Buildings in the Upper Yar sub-catchment area.   

One Grade I listing (All Saints Church Godshill) 

Two Grade II* listings  (St Mary and St Rhadegund Church, Whitwell, St John the Baptist Church, 

Niton). 

One hundred and twenty three Grade II listings. 

There are six Local List entries 

There are six scheduled monuments, Stenbury Manor medieval moated site, structures and sites on 

St Catherine’s Hill including bowl barrows, round barrows and St Catherine’s Oratory (locally known 

as the Pepper Pot), a bowl barrow near Pam Lane at Head Down, and burial mounds on Week Down 

in the east of the area.  In addition to these there are four hundred and thirty five other 

undesignated sites or monuments on the Historic Environment Record.  



Detailed analysis of HLC data 
 

Using ArcView GIS software an analysis of the HLC has provided the following detailed information 

for the Upper Yar sub-catchment area. 

 

It can be seen that the four largest Broad HLC Types within the catchment are: Field Patterns 

(65.3%), Development (12.4%){ for the purposes of this report we have grouped this with other 

Broad Types to create a Development HLC Type which includes Settlement, Mineral Extraction, 

Industry, and Recreation}, Woodland (6.2%) and Open Land (6.2%). 

This report will consider each category in turn to better understand the spatial time depth and the 

changes that have created the historic landscape character of the Upper Yar sub-catchment. 
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Field Patterns 
Within this Broad HLC Type there are a number of descriptive sub-types the proportion of each is 

shown in the following chart. 

 

These maps shows the distribution of the various Field Patterns descriptive sub types across the sub-

catchment area and the same by era (giving an idea of time depth of the landscape).   
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Amalgamated fields 

 

Found throughout the sub-

catchment area and largely dating 

from the 19th and 20th centuries, 

amalgamated fields differ from re-

organised fields in that they retain 

features of earlier field patterns. 

There are two amalgamated field 

areas dating from the 18th century 

at Jobson’s Farm and south east of 

Ford Farm. 

 

 

 

 

Assarts 

 

Areas taken out of woodland for 

cultivation or grazing are called assarts.  

In this sub-catchment there is only one 

small area of assarted woodland still 

evident in the landscape.  This is located 

on the north edge of Beech Copse at 

Godshill. 

 

 

  



Enclosure 

 

A large part of the field patterns of the Upper Yar sub-catchment area evidence some form of 

enclosure of land.  Enclosure has taken place in the area since medieval times right through to the 

20th century. 

Enclosed Downland.  A small 

area of land west of Kingates 

was enclosed in the medieval 

period.  Enclosure of 

downland continued into the 

post-medieval period with 

further areas at Week Down, 

Head Down, Stenbury Down, 

Week Down and above the 

inland cliff at Whitwell.  In the 

18th century downland was 

enclosed at Week Farm, 

Nettlecombe, Newbarn Farm 

and Dean Farm.  Further land 

at Stenbury Down, Head Down 

and St Catherine’s Down was 

enclosed in the 19th century.  

In the 20th century  downland 

at Week, Niton and Gore 

Downs was enclosed. 

Enclosed Open Field / Open 

Field Furlongs.  In the 

medieval period an area south 

east of Nettlecombe was 

enclosed from open field, in the post medieval period areas at Southford, Rookley, Broadlands and 

Knowles Field were enclosed from open field/open field furlongs and in the 18th century an area was 

enclosed north west of Ashknowle Lane between Whitwell and Niton.  Further areas were enclosed 

in the 19th and 20th centuries. 

Enclosed Open Field Strips.  All areas showing this characteristic date from the medieval period.  

They are located at Bierley, south east of Wydcombe, Newbarn Farm area, Great Appleford Farm 

area and east of Rookley Green. 

Enclosed Waste/Common/Green.  The earliest examples of field patterns within the area created by 

the enclosure of waste/common/green date from the medieval period and are located at Head 

Down, Bevois Farm, Kingates, Fairfields, Dolcoppice and Stenbury Manor.  More areas were enclosed 

in the post medieval period at Upper and Lower Yard Farm, Lake Farm, Moorhills, Calloway Farm, 

Pagham, Munsley Farm, Nettlecombe and at Bohemia Corner.  In the 18th century more land was 

enclosed at Bleak Down, Appleford, Fairfield, Merstone and close to Rookley Country Park. 



Enclosured Pasture or Meadow.  During the medieval period a number of areas were enclosed from 

pasture or meadow located east of Niton village, north east and west of Whitwell village and north 

of Appuldurcombe Park.  In the post medieval period further enclosure took place at Ford Farm, 

Bridgecourt and north east of Chatfeild Road. 

Enclosed Heathland.  The earliest enclosed heathland field pattern in the sub-catchment area dates 

from the post medieval period and can be found at Kennerley Heath.  Further areas were enclosed in 

the 19th and 20th centuries at Bleak Down. 

Enclosed Parkland.  A small area east of the village of Godshill close to Godshill Park Farm is enclosed 

parkland but of unknown date.  At The Hermitage there is an area of enclosure from the 19th century 

and in the east of the sub-catchment on Appuldurcombe Down a small area dating from the 20th 

century. 

 

Prairie Fields 

 

Prairie fields differ from 

amalgamated or re-organised 

fields by nature of their large 

size due to the introduction of 

more intensive agricultural 

practice (often in the 20th 

century). 

In this sub-catchment all the 

prairie fields are identified as 

being of 20th century origin.  

They are located south of the 

village of Godshill and at Holden 

Farm. 

  



Re-organised Fields 

 

Re-organised fields differ from 

amalgamated fields due to very 

little of the original field pattern 

remaining due to loss of internal 

and external boundaries. 

Re-organisation has taken place 

from the 17th century in this sub-

catchment (an area north of 

Roud).  The majority of re-

organised field patterns date from 

the 19th and 20th centuries (one 

small area south of Godshill village 

is of unknown date) and occur 

throughout the catchment.  

 

 

 

 

 

Horticulture 
 

 
Dating from the 20th century 

horticulture in the sub-catchment 

includes an orchard off of Beacon Alley, 

a nursery with glasshouses close to Bow 

Bridge and a nursery without 

glasshouses east of Morrhills. 



 

Open Land 
 

Located on the edges of the sub-

catchment with the exception of 

an area of rough ground of 

unknown date at Furze Break 

Whitwell, open land within the 

area consists of downland, 

heathland, scrub and rough land. 

A significant part of the open land 

is of unknown date (Gore Down, 

Bleak Down, St Catherine’s Down).  

The earliest dated areas are post 

medieval unimproved land at Lake 

Common (Bohemia Bog).  Other 

dated areas include 19th and 20th 

century scrub at Munsley Farm 

and 20th century rough ground at 

Appuldurcombe Down, north of 

Knowles Farm, St Catherine’s 

Down and St Catherine’s Hill. 

Parkland and Designed 

Landscapes 

 

There are two 19th century parkland and 

designed landscapes within the sub-

catchment at Wydcombe and The 

Hermitage. 

 

 

 



 

 

Valley Floor 
 

Enclosure of valley floor pasture 

or meadows is shown as 

occurring as early as the medieval 

period (Beacon Alley to Roud 

Lane area, and west of Whitwell).  

This continued into the post 

medieval period with further 

areas of pasture or meadow 

being enclosed south and east of 

Whitwell.  In the 18th century an 

area of pasture or meadow was 

enclosed near Bohemia corner.  

Valley floor woodlands date from 

the 19th and 20th centuries and 

are located south east of Great 

Budbridge, and a larger area 

between Bow Bridge and Beacon 

Alley. 

Grazing marsh in the valley floor 

of unknown date is located in the 

Kennerley area. 

  



Woodland  
   

The area is surprisingly lacking in 

woodland when compared to 

other parts of the Eastern Yar 

Catchment.  

There are three types of 

woodland in the area: 

Ancient Woodland.  There are 

three areas of Ancient Woodland 

in the sub-catchment (defined as 

having woodland cover since 

1600).  These are Sainham Copse, 

Beech Copse and an area south 

east of Upper Dolcoppice. 

 

Plantations.  There are a number of 

plantation woodlands in the area.  The 

earliest of these date from the 18th century 

and are located north of Appuldurcombe Park 

and south east of Godshill.  Plantations at 

Sainham Copse and Beech Copse date from 

the 19th century. 

Secondary Woodland.  Areas of secondary 

woodland are largely dated as being from the 

19th or 20th century with the exception of Sims 

Copse which is shown as being post medieval 

in date and perhaps qualifying an 

investigation into whether it should be 

classified as Ancient Woodland. 

 

 



Development 
 

Development in the sub-

catchment includes mineral 

extraction, industry, recreation 

sites and areas of settlement. 

The earliest in date are the 

historic cores of the villages of 

Niton, Whitwell and Godshill.  

The now much reduced in size 

hamlet of Roud once a significant 

medieval settlement, 

Nettlecombe and settlement 

close to Bohemia Corner.  As 

with many of the rural areas of 

the Isle of Wight the villages and 

hamlets in the sub-catchment 

expanded in the 19th and 20th 

centuries. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Tables of data 

 

  % 
Area Square 
Metres 

Field Patterns 65.3 20986651.3 

Development 12.4 1194248.2 

Woodland 6.2 191948.9 

Open Land 6.2 461314.3 

Valley Floor 5.7 1099520.3 

Horticulture 2.6 457436.7 
Parkland / Designed 
Landscape 1.6 361934 

  100 24753053.7 
 

  



 
Values 

 Row Labels % Area square metres 

Field Patterns 65.3% 20986651.3 

Amalgamated Fields 17.6% 6434100.3 

Assart(s) 0.5% 17652.6 

Enclosed Downland 8.8% 3274666.3 

Enclosed Heathland 2.1% 363810.9 

Enclosed Marsh 0.5% 96171.3 

Enclosed Open Field Strips 4.1% 1174741.4 

Enclosed Open Field/Open Field Furlongs 4.1% 1267160.5 

Enclosed Parkland 1.6% 198294.7 

Enclosed Pasture or Meadow 4.1% 982753.7 

Enclosed Waste/Common/Green 10.4% 2590847.8 

Prairie Fields 1.0% 923405.3 

Re-organised Field Pattern 5.7% 2338718.0 

Sub-divided Fields 0.5% 82289.1 

Unidentified Enclosure Type 4.1% 1242039.3 

Horticulture 2.6% 457436.7 

Industry 0.5% 84854.1 

Mineral Extraction 0.5% 32173.4 

Open Land 6.2% 461314.3 

Downland 1.0% 65532.7 

Heathland 0.5% 24301.6 

Rough Ground 3.6% 298625.9 

Scrub 0.5% 39712.9 

Unimproved Land 0.5% 33141.2 

Parkland/Designed Landscape 1.6% 361934.0 

Recreation 0.5% 421.9 

Settlement 10.9% 1076798.7 

Valley Floor 5.7% 1099520.3 

Enclosed Pasture or Meadow 3.6% 698261.6 

Grazing Marsh 0.5% 165319.7 

Valley Floor Woodlands 1.6% 235939.0 

Woodland 6.2% 191948.9 

Ancient Woodland 1.6% 90499.5 

Plantation 2.6% 31460.3 

Secondary Woodland 2.1% 69989.1 

(blank) 0.0% 
 (blank) 0.0% 
 Grand Total 100.0% 24753053.7 
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Field Patterns 0.0% 8.3% 15.0% 0.5% 6.7% 13.5% 8.3% 0.5% 9.8% 0.0% 2.6% 
 

65.3% 

Amalgamated Fields 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 1.0% 6.7% 5.7% 0.0% 3.6% 0.0% 0.5% 
 

17.6% 

Assart(s) 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.5% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
 

0.5% 

Enclosed Downland 0.0% 0.5% 2.6% 0.0% 2.1% 1.6% 0.5% 0.0% 1.6% 0.0% 0.0% 
 

8.8% 

Enclosed Heathland 0.0% 0.0% 0.5% 0.0% 0.0% 0.5% 1.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
 

2.1% 

Enclosed Marsh 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.5% 0.0% 0.0% 
 

0.5% 

Enclosed Open Field Strips 0.0% 2.6% 0.5% 0.0% 0.0% 1.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
 

4.1% 

Enclosed Open Field/Open Field Furlongs 0.0% 0.5% 2.1% 0.0% 0.5% 0.0% 0.5% 0.5% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
 

4.1% 

Enclosed Parkland 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.5% 0.0% 0.0% 0.5% 0.0% 0.5% 
 

1.6% 

Enclosed Pasture or Meadow 0.0% 1.6% 1.6% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.5% 0.0% 0.5% 
 

4.1% 

Enclosed Waste/Common/Green 0.0% 3.1% 4.7% 0.0% 2.6% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
 

10.4% 

Prairie Fields 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 1.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
 

1.0% 

Re-organised Field Pattern 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.5% 0.0% 2.6% 0.5% 0.0% 1.6% 0.0% 0.5% 
 

5.7% 

Sub-divided Fields 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.5% 0.0% 0.0% 
 

0.5% 

Unidentified Enclosure Type 0.0% 0.0% 3.1% 0.0% 0.5% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.5% 
 

4.1% 

Horticulture 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 2.1% 0.5% 0.0% 
 

2.6% 

Industry 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.5% 0.0% 
 

0.5% 

Mineral Extraction 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.5% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
 

0.5% 

Open Land 0.0% 0.0% 0.5% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.5% 0.0% 1.6% 0.5% 3.1% 
 

6.2% 

Downland 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 1.0% 
 

1.0% 

Heathland 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.5% 
 

0.5% 

Rough Ground 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 1.6% 0.5% 1.6% 
 

3.6% 

Scrub 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.5% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
 

0.5% 

Unimproved Land 0.0% 0.0% 0.5% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
 

0.5% 
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Parkland/Designed Landscape 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.5% 1.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
 

1.6% 

Recreation 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.5% 0.0% 0.0% 
 

0.5% 

Settlement 0.5% 3.1% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 1.0% 0.5% 1.0% 1.6% 3.1% 0.0% 
 

10.9% 

Valley Floor 0.0% 1.0% 0.5% 0.0% 0.5% 0.5% 0.0% 0.0% 1.6% 0.0% 1.6% 
 

5.7% 

Enclosed Pasture or Meadow 0.0% 1.0% 0.5% 0.0% 0.5% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.5% 0.0% 1.0% 
 

3.6% 

Grazing Marsh 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.5% 
 

0.5% 

Valley Floor Woodlands 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.5% 0.0% 0.0% 1.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
 

1.6% 

Woodland 0.0% 0.0% 0.5% 0.0% 1.0% 2.6% 0.5% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 1.6% 
 

6.2% 

Ancient Woodland 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 1.6% 
 

1.6% 

Plantation 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 1.0% 1.6% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
 

2.6% 

Secondary Woodland 0.0% 0.0% 0.5% 0.0% 0.0% 1.0% 0.5% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
 

2.1% 

Grand Total 0.5% 12.4% 16.6% 0.5% 8.8% 18.7% 9.8% 2.1% 17.1% 4.7% 8.8% 
 

100.0% 



 


