
 

Rivers Report 

 

Palmers Brook Catchment Area 

 

December 2012 

 

 

 

Maps and data produced through ArcView GIS analysis and under Contractor 

Licence from the Isle of Wight Council (© Crown copyright and database rights 2012 Ordnance 

Survey licence number 1000 19229) 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Contents 

 

Contents .................................................................................................................................................. 2 

Summary ................................................................................................................................................. 3 

Key management issues .......................................................................................................................... 4 

Palmers Brook Catchment Area .............................................................................................................. 5 

The watercourse ..................................................................................................................................... 8 

The wider landscape – an overview ........................................................................................................ 9 

Landscape change ................................................................................................................................... 9 

Estates and Manors .............................................................................................................................. 11 

Detailed analysis of the HLC database .................................................................................................. 12 

Field Patterns .................................................................................................................................... 13 

Amalgamated fields ...................................................................................................................... 14 

Assarts ........................................................................................................................................... 14 

Enclosure ....................................................................................................................................... 15 

Re-organised field patterns ........................................................................................................... 16 

Sub-divided fields .......................................................................................................................... 16 

Field pattern change by historic period ........................................................................................ 17 

Woodland .......................................................................................................................................... 18 

Development..................................................................................................................................... 19 

Tables of data .................................................................................................................................... 19 

  



Summary 
The Palmers Brook Catchment area extends from Downend and Long Lane in the south to the 

coastline between Barton Manor and Wootton Creek on the northeast coastline of the Isle of Wight. 

Palmers Brook is fed from two smaller streams which rise as springs in parallel valleys in the south of 

the area and join at Blackland’s Lane. 

The underlying geology is predominantly that of clay with areas of gravel capping creating heavier 

soils particularly in the valleys and close to the course of the brook.   

The Isle of Wight Historic Landscape Characterisation provides information on the character of 

today’s landscape based on historic land use and changes to field patterns, and enclosure.   The 

Palmer’s Brook catchment area would have been significantly influenced by the medieval Abbey at 

Quarr and Wootton Manor and Osborne Estates.   

 Historically the landscape would have been significantly more wooded than today and would have 

had extensive areas of acid heathland and common.  These would have provided important areas for 

extensive livestock grazing. 

Today’s catchment landscape shows characteristics of many periods of change from the medieval 

and post medieval assarting of woodland to create fields for cultivation and grazing and the 

enclosure of heathland and commons.  This continued into the 18th century with further areas of 

commons and heathland enclosed.  The 19th century saw considerable changes to the field patterns 

in the catchment with the reorganisation of fields through the removal of hedgerows, amalgamation 

of fields and in some areas sub division to create more regular smaller fields. 

Despite the loss of around 57% of ancient woodland sites due to assarting, the catchment remains a 

fairly well wooded landscape with some 15% of the area shown as having woodland cover.  

Woodland is fiund throughout the catchment and particularly adjacent to the course of Palmer’s 

Brook. 

Today’s landscape is predominantly pastoral with mature hedgerows and hedge row trees.  In the 

south of the area there is a large area of heathland restoration at Lynnbottom where landfill has 

been completed.  There are also a small number of arable fields adjacent to Briddlesford Road but 

these are a notable exception in what is largely a well wooded pastoral landscape. 

20th century development has largely been restricted to residential development west of Wootton 

and a number of other more rural sites for business parks, the landfill civic amenity site, garden 

centres etc. 

  



Key management issues 

 Woodland management – appropriate management of existing woodland for the landscape, 

historic environment and biodiversity.  This will be achieved either through grant funding or 

through continued attempts to establish viable economic markets for woodland products. 

 

 Woodland planting – new woodland planting should be based upon restoration of areas which 

have some historic basis for woodland cover. 

 

 Hedgerow management – appropriate management of existing hedgerows and potential 

restoration of historic hedgerows as effective stock boundaries and an important contributor to 

the landscape character of the area. 

 

 Urban pressures – particularly in the areas defined as Landscape Improvement Zones in the Isle 

of Wight Landscape Character Assessment but also across the pasturelands in smaller field 

parcels and close to urban edges.  In the latter part of the 20th century and into the 21st century 

there has been considerable pressure on smaller plots for leisure and amenity use such as 

‘horsiculture’. 

 

 Change of use / re use of development sites - such as former holiday parks, business parks etc. 

 

 Heathland restoration – continued restoration of the former landfill sites at Lynnbottom. 

 

 Pasture management – extensive versus intensive grazing and management practices to 

minimise diffuse pollution of the watercourse. 

 

 Public access – this catchment has very limited public rights of way.  There are possible 

implications of the new statutory creation of a national (England) coastal path.  There may also 

be implications of the heathland creation at Lynnbottom as heathland is included as a category 

in ‘Open Access’ legislation. 

  



Palmers Brook Catchment Area 
The following map shows the catchment area for Palmers Brook.  Some 1015 hectares in size, the 

area skirts the western edge of Wootton Bridge village and includes properties at Wootton Common, 

and Lushington Hill. The rest of the catchment consists of farmsteads and rural cottages fairly 

sparsely distributed.  The catchment area falls within the modern civil parishes of Wootton Bridge, 

Whippingham, Newport and Havenstreet and Ashey.  Its extent reflects the area of landscape that 

has influence on the watercourse through acting as its watershed (            represents the location 

from which photographs have been taken). 
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The watercourse 
Palmers Brook is formed from springs rising north of the central chalk ridge on Hamstead Beds 

overlain with gravel deposits.  It has two distinct tributaries rising at the top of two parallel valleys.  

These meet having their confluence close to Blacklands Bridge on Blacklands Road.  The western 

tributary rises at Staplers Heath and Staplehurst Grange (approximately 70 meters AOD) and flows 

through Staplers Copse as a sinuous stream.  The eastern tributary rises at Lynbottom and Standen 

Heath (approximately 80 meters AOD) and flows as a sinuous stream through farmland and 

plantation woodland.  The brook continues through more plantation woodland (Blacklands Copse) 

and under the Whiterails Road close to Medina Garden Centre.   It continues to flow northwards 

through pastoral farmland and through the Ancient Woodland at Fattingpark Copse, under the 

disused railway line past the Isle of Wight Crematorium and Palmers Brook Farm.  Here it flows 

under Park Road and the main A3054 at Lushington Hill.  It continues through farmland and then 

through a number of copses both sides of Brocks Copse Road (Ancient Woodland, Replanted Ancient 

Woodland and Plantation Woodland) to King’s Quay where it flows into the Solent.   

Throughout its length Palmers Brook has a very natural form which largely flows through woodland 

and some pastoral farmland.  It is culverted in a number of locations on its course where it passes 

and bridge mark the end of the brook and the beginning of the estuary. 

        Kings Quay at low tide –  
        Wikipedia Commons Image.  Taken by  

        Timothy Eccles 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

King’s Quay Causeway at high tide       
Wikipedia photograph taken by Philip Linsell 2006 

 

 



 

The wider landscape – an overview 
The Isle of Wight Landscape Character Assessment describes the landscape of the whole of the Isle 

of Wight and defines eleven distinct Landscape Character Types outside of the settlement areas 

across the county.  Below are listed the Landscape Character Types occurring within the Palmer’s 

Brook Catchment Area: 

 Osborne Coast (a very small area in the northwest close to the catchment boundary). 

 Landscape Improvement Zone (at Lower Woodside and around Palmer’s Farm in the north 

east of the catchment and a small area at Long Lane in the south west of the catchment). 

 Harbours and Creeks (King’s Quay) 

 Traditional Enclosed Pasture (throughout the catchment) 

 Northern Woodlands (a small area in the south east of the catchment, part of Long Rew and 

perhaps incorrectly including Lynbottom Civic amenity site) 

The Isle of Wight Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) identifies and describes Historic 

Landscape Character Types based on present land use, land management and settlement patterns 

which reflect different historical processes in their formation.  It also defines and describes the past 

landscape character of the Isle of Wight, using a variety of sources, in order to better understand 

how this past landscape character has influenced the present historic landscape character of the 

area.  The Palmer’s Brook Catchment area falls completely within the Northern Lowlands HLC Type 

with the detailed HLC database providing information on individual land parcels, enclosure, time 

depth, boundaries and other historic environment information. 

The very north of the catchment around King’s Quay and the south east of the area close to 

Downend are within the Isle of Wight Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty designated area. 

Landscape change 
The Isle of Wight Historic Environment Action Plan (HEAP) is based on the findings of the HLC and 

describes broad HLC Areas across the Isle of Wight.  As mentioned earlier the Palmer’s Brook 

catchment area lies within the Northern Lowlands HEAP Area.  From this and other documentary 

sources we can infer that the principal historical processes in the Palmer’s Brook catchment area 

include: 

 Evidence of the strategic importance of the northern coastline and its inlets dates as far back 

as prehistoric times.   

 Inland, the landscape was a mosaic of woodland, damp clay and drier gravel heath in 

prehistoric times.  Pollen analysis indicates extensive modification of woodland during the 

Neolithic period leading to the loss of native Lime woodland.    

 The Northern Lowlands area is thought to have been less intensively farmed or settled than 

other parts of the Isle of Wight during the Roman and Medieval periods.   

 The Palmer’s Brook catchment would have lain within the Anglo-Saxon mother parishes of 

Whippingham, Wootton and Arreton. 

 It seems that it would not have been a primary settlement area in Anglo-Saxon times and 

may have been used for wood pasture and heathland/common grazing. 



 The northern coastline was vulnerable to attack from Vikings and the French (up until the 

16th century). 

 Whippingham, Arreton and Wootton Manors were recorded in the Domesday Book.   

 Wootton Church (just to the east of the eastern boundary of the catchment) is Norman in 

date but originally would have been a manorial chapel becoming an independent parish in 

the medieval period. 

 Assarting of woodlands to create areas for grazing or cultivation took place in the medieval 

and post medieval periods. 

 Staplers Farm was established by Quarr Abbey as a grange farm. 

 A medieval deer park was established at Wootton (Lower Woodside area in the north east of 

the catchment) by the Lisle family in 1492-3 (present day building called Lodge Park, shown 

as Park Lodge on unpublished OS survey of 1793). 

 In the medieval period and early post medieval period there were fairly extensive areas of 

unenclosed common grazing on clay and gravel heaths (Staplers Heath, Great and Little Lynn 

Commons, Wootton Common). 

 The OS unpublished survey of 1793 shows a dispersed settlement pattern of farmsteads and 

other rural dwellings with a limited number of church/manor complexes and small villages. 

 Enclosure of heathland and commons continued through the 16th, 17th and 18th centuries. 

 Reorganisation, sub-division and amalgamation of field patterns took place largely in the 19th 

century. 

 Planned farm estates were built during the 19th century influenced by the designs of Albert 

Prince Consort to Queen Victoria and their estates at Barton Manor and Osborne (both just 

outside the catchment to the north west but with lands within the catchment area).  

Alverstone Farm and the Grade II* listed Coburg (formerly Coburg Cottages) with their 

design based on peasant buildings in the Coburg region of Germany being examples. 

 The Newport to Ryde railway line was built in the late 19th century (opening in 1875) and 

closed in 1953.  This includes the building of Whippingham Station (near to the Isle of Wight 

Crematorium and Belmont Copse) for the use of the public and to act as a stop for the Royal 

Estate at Osborne. 

 There are only four Listed buildings in the catchment area (Coburg Grade II*, Ludham Grade 

II, Brocks Lodge Grade II, Old Alverstone Cottages Grade II). 

 There are no scheduled monuments within the catchment 

 There are many non designated monuments, find sites and buildings on the Isle of Wight 

Historic Environment Record. 

 There are no entries on the Local List within the catchment. 

 Settlement at Wootton, Wootton Common and alongside Lushington Hill expanded in the 

19th and 20th centuries. 

 A number of sites were developed for tourism on the north coast line of the catchment in 

the 20th century.  One remains as a static caravan site at Lower Woodside. 

 A few key rural sites have been developed as Business Parks and a Garden Centre. 

 Briddlesford Lodge Farm has diversified its dairy farming business through a farm shop and 

cafe/restaurant. 

 A large area at the southern end of the catchment has been used as the civic amenity site in 

the 20th century, with a significant area of former landfill now being restored to heathland.  

Landfill continues today and is extending into Standen Heath.  



Estates and Manors 
Barton Manor 

In 1255 lands at Barton (aka Berton or Burton) were in the ownership of the de Lisle family of 

Wootton Manor.  John de Lisle (also known as John de Insula) who was also Rector of Shalfleet gave 

all his lands at Burton in 1275 to allow for the establishment of Barton Oratory.  The Oratory was 

dedicated to the Holy Trinity and run under the Rules of St Augustine.  It was composed of six 

chaplains and one clerk.  One chaplain was appointed under oath as Arch-priest by the Bishop of 

Winchester.   The Oratory remained independent from Quarr Abbey (its close neighbour) and 

answerable to the Bishop of Winchester.  In 1386 the Bishop suspended the Arch-priest and the 

Dean of the Isle of Wight was directed to take charge.  Some four years later Barton Oratory was 

found to be in a ruinous state and the Bishop ordered repairs. 

In 1439 Barton Oratory was surrendered by the then Arch-priest Walter Trengoff into the hands of 

the Bishop of Winchester, which he then granted, with all its lands, to Winchester College.  This also 

included the Manor of Whippingham and some lands at Chale.  Winchester College sold Barton and 

Whippingham to the Royal Estate in 1853 and they became part of Queen Victoria and Price Albert’s 

Osborne Estate. 

Woodhouse Manor 

West of King’s Quay (formerly called Shofflet Creek), this manor was held in the 13th century by the 

King and its occupation given to the forester of Chute (Wiltshire).  It is likely that at one time it was 

held by a Henry de Bosco which may account for the fact in 1280 part of the land which was then 

held by John de Lisle (of Wootton Manor) was called ‘de Bosco’.  John de Lisle died in 1301 and a 

ruined house at Woodhouse where the forester of Chute lived is listed in his estates.  The land 

remained in the de Lisle family until 1345.  It then passed to Robert de Barton of Osborne and then 

passed through various families including at one time being owned by Sir Richard Worsley.  It was 

purchased by the Crown and became part of the Royal Estate of Osborne in the mid nineteenth 

century. 

Whippingham Manor 

Whippingham Manor was one of the largest Manors in the East Medine occupying most of the north 

east area and extending down to Pan and on to the south of Newport at Shide.  The Domesday Book 

tells us that prior to the Norman Conquest, lands were owned by Cutred, kinsmen to Ethelard King 

of Wessex and since lands were held by King William.  In the 13th century Whippingham Manor lands 

were granted by Henry de Clavil to Quarr Abbey.  After the dissolution of the monasteries 

Whippingham Manor as part of the Quarr Abbey holdings was transferred to the Crown.  In 1628 the 

Crown transferred ownership to the Trustees of the City of London in lieu of the King’s debts.  

Whippingham Manor remained in the ownership of the City of London until the middle of the 

nineteenth century when it was sold to Queen Victoria and Prince Albert becoming part of the Royal 

Estate at Osborne.  

Wootton Manor  

Wootton Manor is largely to the east of the King’s Quay although historically lands were held to the 

west (see Barton Manor entry).  Its history is summarised as follows.   Wootton (Odetone 11th 

century, Woditon 13th century) had been held by Queen Edith wife of Edward the Confessor but 

after the Norman Conquest transferred to King William.  It passed into the De Insula family (also 

known as De Lisle and latterly Lisle family) in the 13th century.  In the 14th century the Manor is 

recorded as having a rabbit warren and fishery in an arm of the sea.  In the 15th century the de Lisles 



established a Deer Park at Lower Woodside.  The wider estate remained in the Lisle family until the 

mid 18th century when it was sold.  Wootton Manor Farmhouse remained in the Lisle family until the 

early 19th century.  In the 19th century the estate passed into the ownership of the White-Popham 

family who also had lands elsewhere on the Island.   

 

Detailed analysis of the HLC database 
 Using ArcView GIS software an analysis of the HLC has provided the following detailed information 

for the Palmers Brook catchment area.  These are shown in the following pie chart. 

 

It can be seen that the three largest Broad HLC Types within the catchment are: 

Field Patterns (73.3%) 

Woodland (15.1%) 

Settlement (6.7%) for the purposes of this report we have grouped this with other Broad Types to 

create a Development HLC Type which includes Settlement, Mineral Extraction, Industry, Recreation 

and Communications (10.6%) 

 

  

1.1% 

73.3% 
3.1% 

0.1% 

0.7% 6.7% 
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Palmers Brook Catchment - 
Percentage of Broad HLC Types 
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Field Patterns 

Industry 

Mineral Extraction 

Recreation 
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Field Patterns 

Within this Broad HLC Type there are a number of descriptive sub-types the proportion of each is 

shown in the following pie chart. 

 

 
 

This map shows the distribution of the various Field Pattern descriptive sub-types across the Palmers 

Brook Catchment area.  These are described in more detail below. 
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17.6% 
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Assart(s) 

Enclosed Heathland 

Enclosed Open Field/Open Field Furlongs 

Enclosed Waste/Common/Green 
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Sub-divided Fields 
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Amalgamated fields 

These are fields that consist of a number of historic fields that have been joined together.  They 

differ from fields classified as ‘Re-organised’ (see below) in that they still show evidence of the 

earlier field patterns.  The HLC tells us that amalgamation of fields took place in the 19th and 20th 

centuries. 

It can be seen that both areas of amalgamation are in 

the southern part of the catchment.  These occur in the 

19th century at Blacklands Farm (61.3% of Amalgamated 

Fields), and in the 20th century west of Knights Farm 

(38.7%).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assarts 

Fields that have been created for cultivation or grazing by clearance of woodland, a process also 

known as assarting, are known as assarts.    Assarting may have taken place in this landscape and 

catchment area as far back as the Neolithic period, pollen evidence tells us that the area may have 

been an extensive lime woodland.  The HLC has used information from documentary evidence 

including maps and charters and then used this assign an historic period for assarts.  For the Palmers 

Brook Catchment these have been mapped below: 

 

Medieval assarts (48% of all assarts) are found at 

Staplehurst Grange on the edges of Staplers Copse, north of 

St Edmund’s Church in Wootton and east of Palmer’s Brook 

at Westwood Farm and Palmer’s Farm. 

Post medieval assarts (39.4% of all assarts )are located south 

west of Brocks Copse and east of Woodhouse Farm. 

19
th

 century assarts (2.6% of all assarts)  are located north of 

Fattingpark Copse and south west of Palmer’s Brook Farm. 

Early 20
th

 century assarts (0.7% of all assarts) are 

locatedsouth west of Palmer’s Brook Farm and late 20
th

 

century assarts (8.9% of all assarts) are located on the site of 

Blanket Copse which was lost in the 1950s. 

If we analysis the total area of ancient woodland (Ancient 

Woodland and (Re) planted Ancient Woodland) and areas 



assarted we can calculate there has been a 56.9% loss of ancient woodland in the catchment area. 

Enclosure 

33.95% of the field patterns of the Palmer’s Brook catchment area are identified as being some form 

of enclosure (an additional 2.27% being unidentified enclosure type). 

 

 Enclosed Waste/Common/Green accounts for around 

27.69% of the field patterns and around 20.3% of the 

catchment area, largely occurring in the middle of the 

catchment area with some smaller areas in the north.  

The HLC tells us that 32.3% of the enclosed 

waste/common/green took place in the medieval 

period (south of Wootton Common and possibly at 

Dallimores).  18.3% was enclosed in the post 

medieval period (east of Fattingpark Copse, west of 

Palmer’s Road and west of Lynn Farm.)  23.9% was 

enclosed in the 18th century (west of Fattingpark 

Copse, north of Little Fairlee Farm, at Belmont Farm, 

south of Alverstone brick works).  25.5% was 

enclosed during the 19th century (Wootton Common 

and Briddlesford Lodge areas). 

Enclosed Heathland is around 17.2% of the field 

patterns and around 12.6% of the total catchment 

area, largely occurring in the south west of the catchment.    The HLC tells us that 68.3% of enclosed 

heathland dates from the post medieval period (around Heath Farm, Longlane Farm, and a large 

area north of Blacklands Road.)  14.3% was enclosed in the 17th century south of Belmont Farm.  

17.3% was enclosed in the 18th century around Staplers farm and Standen Heath. 

Unidentified enclosure accounts for 3.1% of field pattern and 2.3% of the catchment is located in 

one area on the southern tip of the catchment at Downend and is thought to be 18th century in date. 

Enclosed Open Field/Open Field Furlongs accounts for around 1.36% of field patterns and 1% of the 

catchment area, taking place in the post medieval period and located on the western boundary of 

the catchment north of New Fairlee Farm.   

  



Re-organised field patterns  

These fields have been re-organised through the removal of boundaries between previous smaller 

historic fields to create larger field parcels.  Unlike ‘Amalgamated’ fields these fields show little 

evidence (if any) of former fields or have had their boundaries significantly altered. 

  

Re-organised fields account for 25.57% of field patterns 

and some 18.75% of the catchment.  A small area (5.4% of 

re-organised fields) date from the 18th century.  77% of 

reorganised fields date from the 19th century and are 

largely located north of the old railway line, a small area 

south of Lushington Hill and larger areas north of 

Lushington Hill at Westwood Farm, Palmer’s Farm, 

Woodhouse farm and Dallimores.  The HLC tells us that 

around 17.6% of reorganised fields took place in the 20th 

century south east of Barton Manor and west of 

Lushington Copse. 

  

 

 

 

Sub-divided fields 

These are smaller fields which have at some point in history been sub divided form larger fields.  In 

this catchment they represent 4.65% of the field patterns and 3.41% of the catchment area.   

 

 A very small area of sub divided fields is located on the 

very edge of the catchment south of the Woodman’s 

Arms pub and dates from the 19th century (too small to 

show on the map).  A larger area of sub-divided fields is 

located to the west of Briddlesford Road which were 

enclosed from Great Lynn Common probably as one large 

field and later divided in a regular west east pattern (see 

picture c: View from from Briddlesford Road). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Field pattern change by historic period 

 

This shows the distribution of field pattern change by 

historic period and the chart below shows the 

proportion of field patterns by historic period. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The HLC records earliest documented changes occurring in Early Medieval and Medieval periods.  

This includes the assarting of woodland (6.3% of the catchment) and enclosure of 

waste/common/green (6.6% of the catchment).   

 

During the post medieval period (1500 to 1799) the HLC indicates continued assarting of woodland 

(5.1% of the catchment), larger scale enclosure of waste/common/green (3.7% of the catchment), 

enclosure of heathland (8.6% of the catchment) and enclosure of open field/open field furlongs (1% 

of the catchment) within the area.   

 

During the 17th century, the HLC indicates the enclosure of heathland south of Belmont Farm (1.8% 

of the catchment).   

 

In the 18th century there was further enclosure of heathland (2.2% of the catchment), and enclosure 

of waste/common/green (4.8% of the catchment). 

 

During the 19th century there is evidence from the HLC of reorganised field patterns (14.4% of the 

catchment), enclosure of waste/common/green (5.2% of the catchment), amalgamation of fields 

(1.2% of the catchment), sub division of fields (0.6% of the catchment) and a small area of assarts 

(0.3% of the catchment). 

 

In the 20th century field patterns continued to change with re-organised field patterns (3.3% of the 

catchment), sub-division of fields (2.8% of the catchment), assarts (1.2% of the catchment), and 

amalgamation of fields (0.8% of the catchment).   
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Woodland 

15.1% of the Palmer’s Brook catchment is identified as woodland in the Isle of Wight HLC.  We have 

set out earlier the loss of significant areas of ancient woodland through the Medieval and Post 

Medieval assarting of woodland to create fields for pasture or cultivation.  However, the north of the 

catchment and immediately adjacent to the brook along a significant part of its length the landscape 

is still well wooded.  Other than in the area of Lynbottom where there are large open areas of land 

part of the restoration to heathland post landfill, the rest of the catchment is predominantly pastoral 

in character with a network of hedgerows, hedgerow trees and occasional field trees.   

 

The map on the left shows the distribution of woodland 

across the catchment area by descriptive sub type. 

 

 
The pie chart above shows the proportion of each 

descriptive sub-type of woodland across the catchment 

area. 

 

 

 

The map on the right shows the distribution of woodland 

across the catchment by historical period.  Ancient woodland 

is located close to King’s Quay, at Staplers Copse and in the 

vicinity of Palmer’s Brook Farm.  Post medieval Ancient 

woodland is located at Fattingpark Copse.  An area of 

secondary woodland dating from the 18th century is located 

south of Lushington Copse.  There are a number of areas of 

secondary woodland and plantation woodland located 

throughout the catchment.  More areas of secondary 

woodland and plantation woodland dating from the 20th 

century are located throughout the catchment 

predominantly next to older areas of woodland. 
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Development 

This category includes a number of Broad HLC Types including mineral extraction, industry, 

communications, recreation and settlement.  These have been grouped together to show 

‘development’ across the catchment area (10.6% of the catchment). 

 

 

  It can be seen that development is located close to 

the eastern edge of the catchment at Wootton 

Common and extends westward at Lushington Hill.  

Other areas of development are associated with 

holiday parks, business parks, the crematorium and 

the civic amenity site (landfill and recycling centre) at  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tables of data  

Palmers Brook 
Broad HLC Types 

   
 

Values 
  

Row Labels % of Area 
Area  
square meters 

Area 
hectares 

Coastal 1.07% 176508.5413 17.65085 

Field Patterns 73.34% 12062501.83 1206.25 

Industry 3.11% 510991.0328 51.0991 

Mineral Extraction 0.07% 10847.90395 1.08479 

Recreation 0.68% 111614.041 11.1614 

Settlement 6.65% 1094538.567 109.4539 

Woodland 15.08% 2481190.22 248.119 

Grand Total 100.00% 16448192.14 1644.819 



 

   

   
Row Labels 

% of 
Catchment Area square meters 

Coastal 1.07% 176508.5 

Intertidal mud 0.79% 129759.1 

Saltmarsh 0.28% 46749.5 

Field Patterns 73.34% 12062501.8 

Amalgamated Fields 2.02% 331712.0 

Assart(s) 12.94% 2128271.0 

Enclosed Heathland 12.64% 2078596.3 

Enclosed Open Field/Open Field Furlongs 1.00% 163809.0 

Enclosed Waste/Common/Green 20.31% 3340676.6 

Re-organised Field Pattern 18.75% 3084554.7 

Sub-divided Fields 3.41% 561208.8 

Unidentified Enclosure Type 2.27% 373673.6 

Industry 3.11% 510991.0 

Waste Disposal 3.11% 510991.0 

Mineral Extraction 0.07% 10847.9 

Gravel Workings 0.07% 10847.9 

Recreation 0.68% 111614.0 

Holiday Park 0.68% 111614.0 

Settlement 6.65% 1094538.6 

Cemetery/Churchyard 0.28% 46660.6 

Housing Estate 1.50% 246309.8 

Residential Cluster 0.59% 97106.0 

Residential Infill 0.53% 87264.7 

Residential Scatter 0.15% 25200.3 

Retail/Entertainment 1.66% 273772.9 

Ribbon Development 1.93% 318224.3 

Woodland 15.08% 2481190.2 

Ancient Woodland 5.51% 905629.9 

Plantation 2.85% 468441.6 

Replanted Ancient Woodland 4.32% 710124.3 

Secondary Woodland 2.41% 396994.4 

Grand Total 100.00% 16448192.1 
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Coastal 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 100.0% 

Field Patterns 17.5% 25.2% 2.5% 14.1% 29.7% 0.0% 0.1% 9.4% 1.6% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 

Amalgamated Fields 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 61.3% 0.0% 0.0% 38.7% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 

Assart(s) 48.4% 39.4% 0.0% 0.0% 2.6% 0.0% 0.7% 0.0% 8.9% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 

Enclosed Heathland 0.0% 68.3% 14.3% 17.3% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 

Enclosed Open Field/Open Field Furlongs 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 

Enclosed Waste/Common/Green 32.3% 18.3% 0.0% 23.9% 25.5% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 

Re-organised Field Pattern 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 5.4% 77.0% 0.0% 0.0% 17.6% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 

Sub-divided Fields 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 17.8% 0.0% 0.0% 82.2% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 

Unidentified Enclosure Type 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 

Industry 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 49.1% 50.9% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 

Mineral Extraction 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 

Recreation 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 90.1% 0.0% 9.9% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 

Settlement 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 8.9% 22.5% 23.0% 29.3% 16.3% 0.0% 100.0% 

Woodland 0.0% 7.5% 0.0% 1.6% 15.8% 0.0% 0.0% 41.9% 0.0% 33.2% 0.0% 100.0% 

Ancient Woodland 0.0% 20.6% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 79.4% 0.0% 100.0% 

Plantation 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 52.0% 0.0% 0.0% 48.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 

Replanted Ancient Woodland 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 

Secondary Woodland 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 10.1% 37.3% 0.0% 0.0% 26.4% 0.0% 26.2% 0.0% 100.0% 

(blank) #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 

(blank) #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 

Grand Total 12.8% 19.6% 1.8% 10.6% 24.2% 0.6% 2.2% 16.3% 4.8% 7.2% 0.0% 100.0% 

             



 


