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Summary
The Scotchell’s Brook sub-catchment area is 812.6 hectares in size and is one of the six subcatchment areas within the larger Eastern Yar Catchment. It extends from flat valley bottom at
Alverstone in the northwest to steep pasture fields just north of St Martins and Shanklin Downs in
the south, from Cheverton Farm in the west to parts of the towns of Lake and Shanklin in the east.
The area includes significant urban areas on the western boundaries of Lake and Shanklin. Sandown
Academy, the Isle of Wight Airport and a number of business parks (particularly at the Merrie
Gardens area), and static caravan, caravan and campsites are all located in the area. The villages of
Alverstone and Adgestone are partially within the sub-catchment as is the hamlet of Upper Hyde just
west of Shanklin. Part of the old railway line from Shanklin to Wroxall passes through the area and
two small sections of the still operating Island Line railway are also found in the very east of the subcatchment.
The underlying geology of the area consists of a small band of Atherfield Clay in the northeast, a
large area of Ferruginous Sands through much of the area giving way to Sandrock, Carstone and
wetter Gault clay in the very south of the area below the rising chalk downs.
The Isle of Wight Historic Landscape Characterisation provides information on the character of
today’s landscape based on historic land use and changes to field patterns and enclosure. In this
sub-catchment area the landscape has been greatly changed in the 19th and 20th centuries through
the loss of heathland and farmland to development associated with the rapid growth of the coastal
towns of Sandown, Lake and Shanklin. This extends into an urban fringe area with recreational sites
(camping and caravan parks), the Isle of Wight Airport and out of town shopping and business parks
at Merrie Gardens. Some areas of remaining farmland are now used for leisure activities such as the
keeping of horses.
Outside of developed areas the field patterns, valley floor and woodland areas within the subcatchment also evidence change in the 19th and 20th centuries through the amalgamation, reorganisation and sub-division of fields, and creation of large prairie fields. Early change in the
landscape can still be seen and includes enclosure of waste/common/green, enclosure of heathland
and assarting of woodland in the post medieval period. There is one area which is thought to have
been assarted from the adjacent America Wood at Upper Hyde in the Early Medieval period.
The medieval parish boundary of Newchurch and Brading passes through this sub-catchment and
can be seen as it defines field boundaries and woodland parcels in the area.
Ancient woodland is located in the south of the area at America Wood and Apsecastle Wood with a
small area in the north of the area at Borthwood Lynch. Secondary and plantation woodland dating
from the 19th and 20th centuries is also found in the area.

Key management issues


Historic features - protection and conservation of important historic features in woodland
and farmland. This includes the remaining evidence of the former parish boundary between
the medieval parishes of Brading and Newchurch.



Woodland management – appropriate management of existing woodland for the benefit of
landscape, historic environment and biodiversity.



Urban pressures – seek to include historic environment and landscape objectives in all new
proposals for development on the urban fringe. Identify ways to manage and to ease
negative impacts of amenity and leisure use of land on the edge of urban areas, through
landscaping clearance of clutter and redundant structures.



Change of use – the loss of farmland, particularly pasture land to other uses. Redevelopment of former holiday parks, business parks etc.



Pasture/meadow and osier management – extensive versus intensive pasture management
practices to minimise diffuse pollution of the watercourses, retain a traditional approach to
land management and biodiversity value of pastures, meadows and osiers.

Eastern Yar Catchment Area

The map above shows the complete East Yar Catchment area with each of its six sub catchments.
This report is concentrating on the Scotchell’s Brook sub catchment.

Scotchell’s Brook sub-catchment
The following map shows the Eastern Scotchell’s Brook sub catchment area. It also shows the
viewpoints from which the panoramic photographs were taken.

Location from
which panoramic
photographs were
taken

View from Shanklin Down looking north.

View from Shanklin Down looking north and showing the sub-catchment areas.

The watercourse
Scotchell’s Brook rises as a series of spring line tributaries flowing northward just north of the chalk
downs in the south of the sub-catchment area at an elevation of around 130 metres (AOD). A
number of these join in America Woods with the brook gradually falling to an elevation of around 40
metres (AOD). The main brook continues its flow northwards past Ninham Farm. Just south of
Scotchell’s Bridge in Scotchell’s Withybed a second stream joins Scotchell’s Brook (less than 20
metres AOD) having risen in the south close to Upper Hyde.
Passing under the main road at Scotchell’s Bridge, the brook continues to flow in a more north
easterly direction past the Isle of Wight Airport through Black Pan Common and is joined by a
number of tributaries which drain higher land close to Borthwood Farm in the west.
Just south east of Alvertstone the brook passes under the old railway line and joins the main Eastern
Yar River just north of the sub catchment area at an elevation of less than 10 metres AOD.

The wider landscape – an overview
The Isle of Wight Landscape Character Assessment describes the landscape of the Isle of Wight and
defines eleven distinct Landscape Character Types outside of settlement across the county. Below
are listed the Landscape Types occuring within the Eastern YarScotchell’s Brook sub-catchment area:






Traditional Enclosed Pasture (north of Brading Down at Nunwell and south of the Brading
Down at Morton and Adgestone)
Landscape Improvement Zones (Sandown Levels and at Alverstone)
Chalk Downs (Brading Down)
Intensive Agricultural Land (west of the area around Kern)
Southern Coastal Farmland (small area close to Yarbridge)

The Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) of the Isle of Wight identifies and describes Historic
Landscape Character Types based on present land use, land management and settlement patterns
which reflect different historical processes in their formation. It also defines and describes the past
landscape character of the Isle of Wight, using a variety of sources, in order to better understand
how this past landscape character has influenced the present historic landscape character of the
area.
The Scotchell’s Brook sub-catchment area falls within the Southwight Downland Edge; Arreton Valley
and the Newchurch Environs and Sandown Bay Broad HLC Areas with the detailed HLC database
providing information on individual land parcels, enclosure, time depth, boundaries and other
historic environment details.
The southern part (south of the old railway line) and northwest of the sub-catchment (close to
Alverstone) are within the Isle of Wight Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Landscape change
The Historic Environment Action Plan (HEAP) is based on the findings of the HLC and describes in
more detail the broad HLC Areas across the Isle of Wight. As menitoned earlier the Scotchell’s Brook
sub-catchment is within the South Wight Downland Edge, Arreton Valley and Newchurch Environs
and Sandown Bay HEAP Areas. From this and other documentary sources we can infer that the
principal historical processes in the sub-catchment include:
South Wight Downland Edge (south of the old Shanklin to Wroxall railway line and Cliff Farm)








There is very little archaeological evidence of prehistoric activity within the South Wight
Downland Edge area. This may be due to the fact that the area continues to be under
pasture and has not been subject to field walking of arable fields.
Roman coin hoard was found in Cliff Copse.
There is no evidence of early Anglo-Saxon and limited evidence of any Romano-British
activity in the area.
The area lies within the Medieval parishes of Newchurch and Brading.
Agricultural change in the area during the late 20th century was limited due to the hilly
terrain and heavier clay soils.
The Shanklin to Ventnor railway was opened in the late 1860s and closed in the 1960s. The
old railway line is today a public path and is the boundary of the South Wight Downland
Edge.

Arreton Valley (west of Ninham Farm and Apse Manor towards Canteen Road)



Within this sub-catchment a small area falls within the Arreton Valley HEAP area, this is the
area of larger fields west of Ninham and Apse Manor in the west of the sub-catchment.
The area falls within the Newchurch Medieval parish.

Newchurch Environs and Sandown Bay (the remainder of the area including the more urban areas
on the outskirts of Lake and Shanklin)









Archaeological remains indicate that the area has been utilised from prehistoric times.
Clearance of areas from woodland for cultivation and grazing was probably well under way
by the Bronze Age.
Heathland areas may have been established during late prehistoric times as nutrients
leached from the soil.
There is little archaeological evidence of early Anglo-Saxon occupation other than at Ninham
which has an Anglo-Saxon place name.
The medieval parishes of Brading and Newchurch traversed this area and some parts of the
boundary can be seen in today’s landscape.
Domesday Manors in the Scotchell’s Brook sub-catchment include Alverstone, Apse,
Blackpan, and Scaldeford (Scotchell’s).
Generally, in the Medieval period, settlement consisted of scattered farmsteads and
hamlets.








Part of the land at Borthwood Farm was part of the Medieval Borthwood Copse recorded in
1608 as the ‘Upper Heath or Forest’.
America Wood was probably managed as wood pasture (this is evidenced by the OS 1793
map. The name is first recorded on the 1769 Andrews map.
Apsecastle Wood is shown as unnamed enclosed rough land on the 1793 map suggesting
perhaps that it was enclosed from heathland or was originally wood pasture which had
degenerated into treeless rough grazing.
Post medieval park/garden associatted with Landguard Manor
16th and 17th century estate surveys give evidence for medieval open field cultivation still
present at that date at Apse and Great Landguard.
Common grazing land was utilised by manorial tenants in the Middle Ages.

o

16th and 17th century documents mention commons within the area including
‘Bordwood Common’, ‘Pan Common’ (later Blackpan Common), ‘Ryall Common’
(later known as ‘Royal Heath’) and ‘Adgestone Common’.

o
o

Much of the common land was located on heathland.

o








The 1793 OS map still shows areas of rough open grazing land at Royal Heath,
Blackpan Common and Lake Common.
Blackpan remained into the 19th century but other areas had been lost to housing,
recreational use. Blackpan and Lake Commons were converted into the Shanklin
and Sandown Golf Course in the 20th century, although areas of heathland and rough
grassland remain on the course.

The Scotchell’s Brook valley contained meadow land in the Middle Ages. Meadows were an
important resource for providing hay as fodder for over wintering livestock located on drier
land. Holdings located near to watercourse in the valley held large areas of meadow land.
Borthwood held 18 acres in 1559 and Blackpan held 20 acres in 1560.
Meadow land was often held in common with meadow being divided into unfenced strips.
This is evidenced in surveys and Tithe documents such as Common Mead at Borthwood and
Common Mead at Blackpan.
Meadowland declined in the 19th century as alternative sources of fodder became more
available. Much of the land became pasture as drainage improved.
Some of the valley floor land in this area has been subject to flooding becoming damp rough
pasture known locally as ‘Moor’
Withy beds are small areas of damp valley floor land planted with willows (osiers) and
periodically cut to provide materials for baskets and lobster pots. (Scotchell’s Withy Bed).

There are sixteen Listed Buildings in the area all of which are Grade II.
There are three Local List entries for the sub-catchment area.
There are no Scheduled Monuments in the sub-catchment but ninty nine undesignated sites or
monuments in the area.

Detailed analysis of HLC data
Using ArcView GIS software an analysis of the HLC has provided the following detailed information
for the Scotchell’s Brook sub-catchment area.

Eastern Yar Catchment
Scotchell's Brook sub catchment
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It can be seen that the three largest Broad HLC Types
are Development (Settlement, Communications,
Recreation, Industry), Field Patterns and Woodland.
This report will consider each of these in turn to
better understand the spatial time depth and the
changes that have created the historic landscape
character of the Scotchell’s Brook sub-catchment.

Field Patterns
Open Land
Parkland Designed
Landscape
Valley Floor
Woodland
Development

Field Patterns
Within this Broad HLC Type there are a number of descriptive sub types the proportion of each is
shown in the following chart:

Field Patterns

Field Patterns Amalgamated
Fields
Field Patterns Assart(s)

by sub type

Field Patterns Enclosed Downland

3%

11%

Field Patterns Enclosed Heathland
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Field Patterns Enclosed
Waste/Common/Green
Field Patterns Prairie Fields
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Field Patterns Re-organised Field
Pattern
Field Patterns Sub-divided Fields
Field Patterns Unidentified
Enclosure Type

These maps show the distribution of the various field patterns across the sub-catchment and the
same by era (giving an idea of the time depth of the landscape).

Amalgamated fields

These fields consist of a number
of historic fields that have been
joined together. They differ from
fields classified as ‘Re-organised’
(see below) in that they still show
evidence of the earlier field
patterns.
The HLC tells us that
amalgamation occurred in the
19th and 20th centuries in the
Scotchell’s Brook sub-catchment .

Assarts
Assarts are areas which have been taken
out of woodland for grazing or cultivation.
Four areas of assarts are shown within this
sub-catchment area. The oldest of these
dates from the early medieval period. On
the east side of America Wood the western
boundary of this polygon corresponds with
the medieval parish boundary between
Newchurch (to the west) and Brading (to the
east and including this polygon). The
presence of a perimeter footpath
strengthens the argument that this area was
assarted from a larger America Wood. One
of the other three areas of assarts dates
from the 19th century (south of Apse Manor)
and the other two from the 20th century
(clearings in America Wood and between
America Wood and Apsecastle Wood).

Enclosure
The map shows the extent of areas identified as having been enclosed.
Enclosure took place across this subcatchment area and was particularly
extensive in the medieval and post
medieval periods.
Enclosed Heathland. There is a small
area of enclosed heathland north of
Kern on the western edge of the subcatchment. A larger area of
heathland was enclosed north of
Alverstone Lynch during the post
medieval period.
Enclosed Waste/Common/Green.
There is a very small part of enclosed
open field / open field furlong close
to the east edge of the subcatchment south of Marshcombe
Copse.

Re-organised fields
These fields have been re-organised
through the removal of boundaries between
previously smaller fields to create large field
parcels. Unlike ‘Amalgamated Fields’ they
show little evidence (if any) of the former
fields or have had their boundaries
significantly altered.
In this sub-catchment all re-organised fields
are identified as being 19th or 20th century in
date.

Sub-divided fields
Sub-divided in the 19th and 20th
centuries a large area of land south
of the old railway line and west of
Cliff Farm. This is evidenced
through the straight fence lines
through these pasture fields.

Prairie Fields

This term was used very sparingly in the
HLC database with re-organised and
amalgamated fields being preferred terms.
However for very large modern agricultural
fields the term has been used. In this subcatchment a large area on the western
boundary, west of Apse Manor and Ninham
Farm.

Parkland and Designed
Landscapes
There are two areas of parkland and
designed landscapes within the subcatchment area. The post-medieval
small designed garden associated with
Landguard Manor.
The second is a late 20th century public
park in part of the former grounds of
Los Altos at Lake.

Valley Floor
The Valley Floor consists of
woodland, enclosed pasture or
meadow, grazing marsh, and
osier (withy beds). The grazing
marsh is of post medieval period
in date, the remaining areas are
of unknown date or from the 20th
or 21st century.

Woodland
Woodland within this subcatchment is located in four
broad areas. In the north of the
sub-catchment there are a
number of secondary woodland
areas which have become
established on wet meadow, and
wet heathland areas. A small
area of Ancient Woodland on the
steep slope at Borthwood Lynch.
In the west of the area there is
an area of plantation and
secondary woodland near Apse
Heath and on Barton’s Withy
bed.

An area of ornamental woodland
dating from the 19th century close to
Landguard Manor.
And in the south of the area Ancient
Woodland at America Wood,
Apsecastle Wood, south of Apse
Manor and an area of secondary
woodland at Upper Hyde.

Development
A large part of this sub-catchment area
is categorized as ‘Development’. This
includes settlement, industry,
recreation, communications, military,
and mineral extraction areas.
Early medieval and post medieval
settlement is located at America Wood
Cottages, Apse Manor and Little
Landguard. A medieval Drove Road is
found at Lake Common.
The remaining development is largely of
19th and 20th century in date and relates
to the rapid expansion of the coastal
towns of Sandown, Lake and Shanklin. It
also shows the increase in out of town
development (particularly around
Merrie Gardens).
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