
Welcome to our (very late!) summer newsletter. As usual, lots to tell and this wonderful 

picture has been kindly provided by Caroline Knox. Its taken on one of her farm                   

reservoirs, originally built for fishing, but now a haven for wildlife. 

 

Our last newsletter mentioned  a survey for water 

voles. The results are now in, and although parts of 

the Island remain strongholds, it is not the case   

everywhere. Water voles are no longer found in the 

Caul bourne, Western Yar or north-east Wight water

-courses. Unless you know differently? We are   

planning a project  to help stop their decline for 

2022 and if you are interested please get in touch. 



There is now an interactive map of our 

past and present projects, and              

aspirations on the Island Rivers web-

site. 

The web app enables users to select 

specific project types or zoom in to find 

out further details of specific projects. 

Please have a  play with this at : 

www.islandrivers.org.uk/map

-of-island-river-partnership-

projects/ 

This is a new feature and we would like 

to hear your feedback. 

 

STATE OF OUR RIVERS 

This is an interactive report by The Rivers 

Trust . It discusses the health of the   

country’s rivers, and also allows zooming 

and interrogation to a very local                  

level – enabling you to explore the state 

of the main watercourses on the Isle of 

Wight.  

It’s well worth a read: 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/6730f10b64184200b171a57750890643?item=1 



Southern Water have finished their first phase of works to make improvements for fish 

passage along Lukely Brook. Lukely Brook is classified as a ‘heavily modified water 

body’ due to centuries of heavy engineering for milling etc. The water body has lower 

flows because of their essential abstraction for drinking water in the area, and             

Southern Water have therefore being working to improve passage for fish. Works       

include a fish ladder in a mill pond, fish and eel passage at Carisbrooke Waterworks 

and rock steps at Wellington Road (all below). A small weir has also been removed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Southern Water and Newport Rivers Group are now 

working with local landowners to identify and deliver 

other measures to improve the ecosystem resilience. 



This has been the strangest season ever! Himalayan balsam is still coming into flower 

now (and is partly responsible for the lateness of this newsletter). Our team effort has 

been on lower Wroxall Stream, the Eastern Yar between Budbridge and Horringford, 

and Merstone Stream, but some volunteers have been keeping certain parts of water-

courses clear. We have emptied upper Wroxall Stream of every plant three times this 

year, but it still keeps popping up. On the positive there is much less of it in places 

where we have previously concentrated our control. 

 

 

The draft Island Planning Strategy includes strategic land use policies, allocations for a 
range of land uses and development management policies. There is more then ever 
before about the environment, and we are very pleased to say that there is a good 
deal that relates to rivers and water resources. 
 
The consultation will close at 5pm Friday 1 October 2021 and we are keen for as many 
people as possible to support policies that will enhance our water environment. This is 
Section 4 and in particular policies EV2 (page 51), EV4 (page 56) EV9 (page 64) and 
EV13 (page 71). 
 
The draft strategy, summary document, policies map, background evidence              
documents and information on how to respond can be found at  
www.iow.gov.uk/planthewight    . 



There has been a lot of information, and some mis-information about beavers on the Isle 

of Wight. We have therefore put a page on the Island Rivers website which will be regu-

larly updated with the facts.  

Beaver dams can improve water quality by helping to filter out pollutants, they trap   

sediment and also nitrates and phosphorous washed off from farmers’ fields, which 

settle out from the slow-moving water in beaver ponds. Beavers can greatly benefit            

biodiversity as well — building dams and lodges, introduces organic material and       

vegetation into their ponds, which is a great food source for macroinvertebrates.  

Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust have announced plans to return the beaver to 

the Isle of Wight. A beaver reintroduction feasibility report was commissioned in 2020, 

with the Eastern Yar catchment found to be suitable. Newchurch Moors Nature Reserve 

was mentioned in particular as being a favourable release site. With the appointment of 

a Beaver Recovery Project Officer consultations will be carried out with stakeholders to 

develop a consensus on how to move forward. Feedback and mitigation strategies will 

be integrated into a Licence Application that will be submitted to Natural England within 

the next 18 months. Given a favourable outcome, beavers may soon be swimming along 

the Eastern Yar once more! For more details on this project please contact Izzie Tween at 

Izzie.tween@hiwwt.org.uk  

www.islandrivers.org.uk/bringing-beavers-back-to-the-Isle-of-Wight 



ISLAND RIVERS CATCHMENT PLAN This guides the work of Island Rivers and is reviewed      

annually.  

http://www.islandrivers.org.uk/island-rivers/island-rivers-catchment-plan/  

VOLUNTEER FOR PRACTICAL WORK  Details of opportunities can be found here: 

http://www.islandrivers.org.uk/love-your-river/get-involved/  

ISLE OF WIGHT INVASIVE NON-NATIVE SPECIES PLAN Details threats to the Island: 

http://www.islandrivers.org.uk/isle-of-wight-ias-action-plan-feb2020/  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE It’s a massive source of information on the island Rivers, activities,      

issues etc                          http://www.islandrivers.org.uk 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK  We post here regularly, and love to receive photographs to                      

repost!                            https://www.facebook.com/islandrivers  
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The organisations helping to steer this project are the Environment Agency, Natural                   

Enterprise,  Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust, Isle of Wight AONB, Isle of Wight 

Council, Southern Water, Natural England, CLA, NFU, Isle of Wight Estuaries Project, Solent 

Forum, Marine Management Organisation and Arc Consulting.  

FOR FURTHER DETAILS ON ANY ITEMS IN THIS NEWSLETTER CONTACT : 

CAROL FLUX      07790 906232                carol.flux@naturalenterprise.co.uk 

 


