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Who are we?

The Island Rivers Partnership brings together local charities, businesses and organisations from across the area who are working together to improve our local rivers, lakes and coastal waters, like the Medina, Eastern Yar and Wroxall Stream.  
We are one of more than 100 partnerships now covering the whole of England, who are working to protect our precious water environment. 
Management of Domestic Sewerage Systems

Where properties are served by mains drainage, waste water treatment works break down the sewage carried within it, remove contaminants, and discharge effluent back to our rivers which meets stringent standards. Domestic sewerage systems lack the ability to strip out nutrients like phosphate, which pollutes our waterways - and if not properly operated and maintained, they can also release untreated sewage, and any chemicals used in the home, directly into the environment. We want to help homeowners avoid this risk. Private sewerage is quite prevalent across the catchment of the Eastern Yar and Wroxall Steam, so the collective impact of poorly-functioning systems could be great. 
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What can homeowners do?
Ensuring that Septic Tanks or Package Treatment Plants are properly used and maintained, and frequently emptied, can protect the environment. Avoiding harsh chemicals, binning instead of flushing rubbish, and promptly fixing faults will enable tanks to work more effectively - following this 'good practice' advice will prevent pollutants getting into our local rivers and help householders to avoid costly repair bills. 

We’ve produced a leaflet describing 10 tips to enable householders to manage their private sewerage systems effectively – this can be downloaded from our website as part of the Homeowner Pack. 
New ‘General Binding Rules’ for domestic sewerage systems were introduced in 2015 to ensure that systems are maintained properly and do not cause pollution. The leaflet describes these rules as well as additional ‘best practice tips’ which will help homeowners to keep their systems working effectively. 

If a system isn’t compliant with the new rules, homeowners will need to apply for a permit from the Environment Agency – more detail on this is provided in our leaflet.
We’ve also produced a log sheet as part of the homeowner pack, which tank owners can use to record any maintenance or repairs undertaken to their systems. This may be useful if you come to sell your home, as prospective purchasers will be reassured that any systems are in good working order. 

Domestic Cleaning Products

We’re encouraging owners to select products marked as ‘safe for use in Septic Tanks’ to use in their homes. These contain fewer damaging chemicals – which are not only bad for the local environment, but also kill the ‘friendly bacteria’ which tanks rely on to treat the waste they receive. 


The problem with phosphate
Phosphate in particular is a problem for our local rivers, as described in our pack’s ‘Phosphates’ leaflet. It enters our rivers primarily from waste water generated by our homes and businesses, and can’t be stripped out by private systems like septic tanks. It can spell disaster for river wildlife because as a plant nutrient it allows nutrient-hungry algae to out-compete the natural aquatic plants. It alters plant communities, affecting the creatures that should live there, and in severe cases causing algal blooms which use up oxygen and ‘suffocate’ aquatic insects and fish. As well as threatening our wildlife, these processes can prevent us from using and enjoying our waterways, threatening angling, water sports, shellfisheries, and polluting the rivers from which we source our drinking water.  

What can we do about this?

There is one area where all householders can help make a difference - phosphates used in domestic cleaning products account for nearly 1/5 of the phosphate in our wastewater, so opting for phosphate-free products can prevent this chemical being discharged into our local rivers. Dishwasher detergents are a particular culprit with some containing over 1/3 by weight, so we're encouraging householders to switch to brands like Ecover, Planet Clean or Faith in Nature, which don't contain any phosphate at all. A clean house doesn’t have to mean a dirty river. 
Want to know more? Find out about our work on Phosphates and on Septic Tanks at http://www.islandrivers.org.uk/projects/septic-tanks-and-phospherous-awareness/
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